
Category decks.
NZME research & insights

NZ
ME.
NEW ZEALAND

ENTERTAINMENT

BE SEEN. BE HEARD. EVERYONE'S HERE.



Automotive category.
Kiwi consumers that make up the automotive category

Likely Car Buyers

Those who are likely to buy a car

in the next year

EV/Hybrid Considerers

Those who are considering purchasing
an EV or Hybrid in the next year

Car Owners

Those who personally own a motor vehicle

(joint or sole ownership)

Basic demographics of auto audience

AGE
Average age

48 years

Source Nisben CMI04 24-03 25 Od 25 Fused AP15+

Gender

50% Male

Average HHI

$120,202 yearly

Lifestage
41% are adults with

young or older children
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New vehicle registrations.

In September 2025, total vehicle

sales reached 14,000, up 19%
from 11,758 in the same month

last year.

Year-to-date Jan-Sep 2025, total

sales are 100,795, an increase

from 93,804 over the same

period in 2024.

YTD Jan-Sep 2025 New Vehicle Sales are approximately 7% higher than the

same period in 2024.
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Growth is being driven by
passenger vehicles, which are

up 14% YTD, and light

commercial vehicles, which

remain steady at 26,010. Heavy
commercial sales are down 28%

YTD, reflecting a decline in this

segment.
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Automotive spend.
Over the last three years

Spend among Auto advertisers is down slightly -3.8% YoY
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Advertising Spend within the Automotive Category (ratecard)

Automotive category advertisers spent

nearly $325 million rate card on

advertising in 2025, which was a

decrease of -$13 million (-3.8%)
compared to 2024.

So far in 2025, 36% of Automotive

category spend was on radio, 33% on

TV, and 12% on Outdoor.
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Automotive advertisers.
Category movements

Automotive sub-category % change in adspend YOY

Automotive Corporate

Commercial Vehicles -7.9%

Motor homes/ Camper vans -5.4%

Motorcycle dealers, Models, Accessories-30.6%

Passenger Vehicles -10.8%

Service Stations 23.6%

SUV-31.6%

Truck & Trailer services -21.3%

Tyre Retail/Service centre 1.0%

Vehicle Dealerships -0.1%

Source: Nielsen AIS Automotive category 2024 vs. 2025.

120.0%

Automotive category

has experienced an overall

year-on-year decline.

However, certain sub-

categories have shown

notable growth, including
Automotive Corporate

(+120%) and Service
Stations (+24%).

Conversely, Motorcycle
dealers, Models, Accessories

(-31%) and SUVs (-32%)

experienced the largest
declines.
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Automotive spend advertisers.
Top advertisers among each sub-category

Vehide

Dealers

2025
Passenger
Vehiles

2025
Automotive

Parts &

Services

2025
SUVS 2025 Commercial

Vehides
2025

$19,237,732

$5,386,108

$4,789, 116

Turmers Group

NZ Ltd

Auto Trader

Rick

Armstrong

Giltrap

Motor Group

Toyota (NZ
Ltd

$2,640,176

$2,198,999

Suzuki NZ Ltd

Kia Motors $6,170,205
Toyota (NZ) Ltd $14,203,923

Hyundai Motor
Company

$8,812,870

Smith & Smith

Glass

Novus

$7,619,826
Ford Motor Co

of NZ Ltd
$6,046,923

NZ

Great Wall

$6,806,050
Mitsubishi
Motors NZ Ltd

$4,502,274
$2,878,165

Motor

Kia Motors NZ $8,555,649

Windscreen

Repair NZ Ltd Toyota (NZ) $3,289,560
Ltd

Ateco

Automotive NZ
$2,371,942

Super Cheap
Auto SnareAuto Spares

$5,714,926
Mitsubishi

Mazda NZ $3,101,198
$1,987,376

$4,060,488 Motors NZ Ltd
Ltd

Nissan NZ Ltd $3,974,760
Repco
Merchants Ltd

$3,571,926 Nissan NZ Ltd $1,961,514

Auto Super

Shoppes
$2,906,448

Hyundai
Motor

Company

$2,781,343

Tyre Retail

and Service

Mag & Turbo
Warehouse

TyreMaster

2025

$5,036,570

$784,964

and Fuel

Z Energy

Gull Service

Stations

$22,382,484

Service 2025

Stations, OiL
Motorcyce
Dealers

Harley

2025 Automotive

Corporate

2025 Truck, Van and

Trailer

2025

Services
$984,249

Davidson
Distributors

NZ

Automobile

Association

$2,827,166
Elite Trailers &

Floats

$466,324

$978.464
Yamaha Motor
New Zealand

$643,373
Tesla Inc $1,848,244 Brain Ford $193,147

Tyre General $695,354 Engineering
Limited Oil $960,546

City Honda $183,114 Volkswagen $1,839,081

Bridgestone
Tyres NZ Ltd

$679,950
Changers
NZ Ltd

NZ
Hireace

Rentals

$175,377

Warkworth $169,029
BMW NZ Ltd

BP $851,636 Motorcycles
$658,401

Handy Rent a $143,979
Tony's Tyre $509,764 Kaiwaka Ute

Service Waitomo

Group Ltd

$579,328 Blue Wing $136,442
Ford Motor Co

of NZ Ltd

$384,538

THL Rentals $130,346
Honda Ltd

Source: Nielsen AlS Automotive Category 2025
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Media engagement
auto audience.
How the auto audience interacts

with multiple media

Weekly media usage

Social Media 81%

Online TV 80%

Short online video 77%

Online News 75%

Radio AM/FM 67%

Online Audio 66%

Broadcast TV 63%

Outdoor 56%

Newspaper 40%

Magazines 25%

Auto Audience

Source: Niolsen CMI04 24-03 25 October 25 Fused AP 15+

Target: Auto Audience (n-4,007,000). *Total users of each media

3

41%* find news on NZ news apps or websites

good for finding out what's new.

39%* of the Auto Audience are put in a good

mood by online (streaming) audio.

33%* find broadcast FM/AM radio good

entertainment value, and 43% say they enjoy

listening to NZ made music on the radio or
online.

13%* find the information they get from

newspapers to be trustworthy/ credible.

15%* find podcasts help them to

form opinions and think differently.
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